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    Introduction 

Liege will host the World Conference of the Humanities from Sunday, the 6th to Saturday, the 

12th of August, 2017. Co-organized by UNESCO, the International Council for Philosophy 

and Human Sciences (CIPSH) and LIEGETOGETHER, this congress will gather about 1800 

participants from all over the world working in the fields of science, politics, art and 

communication, as well as representatives of international, governmental and non-

governmental organizations.  

 

1. Partners 

UNESCO wishes to revitalize the humanities through a global event where the most qualified 

representatives of the main disciplines will face the great challenges of our time. 

The CIPSH, founded in 1949, is one of the non-governmental organizations established by 

UNESCO to assist it in its mission (like the ICOM, the ICOMOS, the ICSU, etc.). It 

comprises several scholarly federations that represent the disciplines practised at our faculties 

of Philosophy and Letters:  

- the International Union of Academies (UAI) (= the international union of academies 

for humanities and social sciences); 

- the International Union of History and Philosophy of Science / Division of History of 

Science and Technology (IUHPS / DHST); 

- the International Union of History and Philosophy of Science / Division of Logic, 

Methodology and Philosophy of Science and Technology (IUHPS / DLMPS); 

- the International Association for the History of Religions (IAHR); 

- the International Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences (IUAES); 

- the International Union of Prehistoric and the Protohistoric Sciences (UISPP); 

- the International Federation of Associations of Classical Studies (FIEC); 

- the International Federation for Modern Languages and Literatures (FILLM); 

- the International Federation of Philosophical Societies (FISP); 

- the Permanent International Committee of Linguists (CIPL); 

- the International Committee of Historical Sciences (CISH - ICHS); 

- the International Committee for the History of Art (CIHA); 

- the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS); 

- the Consortium of Humanities Institutes and Centres (CHCI); 

- the International Geographical Union ( IGU - UGI); 

- the International Association for Aesthetics (IAA). 

 

These disciplines are mainly represented in the Faculties of Philosophy and Letters (the 

"humanities" in the traditional sense, geisteswissenschaften in German), but representatives of 

other Faculties (Social Sciences) can be integrated. 
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LIEGETOGETHER continues the event dynamics of Liege’s application for the World 

Exhibition in 2017. This organization gathers Wallonia, the Province, the City and the 

University of Liege across the political spectrum. 

2. Organization 

 

1. Presidency 

The presidency is entrusted to H.E. Adama SAMASSEKOU, former Minister of 

Education of Mali, former Chairman of the African Academy of Languages, 

Chairman of the MAYA network. 

 

2. Scientific Programme Committee 

It will be co-chaired by:  

o Professor CHAO Gejin (China), Chairman of the CIPSH;  

o Professor Jean WINAND, Dean of the Faculty of Philosophy and Letters of 

the University of Liege. 

 

It will include 72 Belgian and foreign scientists (French-speaking and Dutch-

speaking) chosen by the University of Liege, the CIPSH and UNESCO. It will be 

responsible for selecting the keynote speakers, the forum subjects and the thematic 

sessions, the refereeing of the papers, the presidency and secretarial work of the 

sessions and workshops. 

 

3. The Foundation for the World Conference 

This Foundation will associate the University of Liege, the City and the Province. 

It will be chaired by André GILLES, Deputy-President of the Provincial College 

of Liege. The Vice-Presidents will be the Rector of the University, Albert Corhay, 

and the Mayor of the city, Willy Demeyer. The Foundation will be in charge of the 

management of the financial, administrative, communicational and logistical 

aspects of the Conference. 

It will be bound by convention to the Federation Wallonia-Brussels and UNESCO. 

It can have partnerships with the Flemish Region and the Province of Limburg, as 

well as other private of pubic institutional partners. 

 

4. Core Group  

It is composed of representatives of partner institutions and experts: 

  

The representatives are: 

o Adama SAMASSEKOU (Mali), Chairman of the Conference, Past-

President of the CIPSH; 

o Professor CHAO Gejin (China), President of the CIPSH and Co-President 

of the Programme Committee; 

o Professor Luiz OOSTERBEEK, Secretary-General of the CIPSH; 
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o Professor François DJINDJIAN, Vice-President of the CIPSH; 

o Doctor John CROWLEY, Representative of Mrs. Nada Al-Nashif, 

Assistant Director-General for Social and Human Sciences at UNESCO; 

o Mr. Michel COPPÉ, Representative of the Depute-President André Gilles; 

o Mr. Jean-Christophe PETERKENNE, representative of the City of Liege; 

o the Dean Jean WINAND, President of the Programme Committee and 

Representative of the University of Liege; 

o Professor Robert HALLEUX, Secretary-General of the Conference. 

 

The experts are : 

- Michel ANDRÉ ; 

- Rosi BRAIDOTTI ; 

- Madeline CAVINESS ; 

- Jean-Luc DE PAEPE ; 

- Satoko FUJIWARA ; 

- Chantal GRELL ; 

- Lazare KI-ZERBO ; 

- Efthymios NICOLAIDIS ; 

- Martial ZE BELINGA. 

 

It will insure the general coordination of the World Conference. It meets quarterly.  

 

5. Secretariat-General 

It is provided by Robert Halleux, Director Emeritus for research, assisted by a scientific 

collaborator, Isadora Vandamme and three scientists, Blanche El Gammal, Stany 

Mazurkiewicz and Jan Vandersmissen. 

 

It provides daily scientific management, the preparation of the documents and the 

programmes and the organisation of meetings. 

 

3. Contents 

The title of the conference is: 

- World Conference of the Humanities. Challenges and Responsibilities for a Planet 

in Transition; 

- Conférence Mondiale des Humanités. Défis et responsabilités pour une planète en 

transition. 
 

Until the Second World War, Humanities were at the heart of both the public debate and the 

political arena. In recent years, their part has faded and they have been marginalized. It is 

crucial to stop their marginalization, restore them and impose their presence in the public 

sphere as well as in science policies. It is not about demonstrating that the humanities are 
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‘useful’, but to determine in what proportion they evolved and they can contribute to the 

solution to the main challenges of the third millennium.  

The outline has been given by the CIPSH and UNESCO and has been refined over the 

successive Core Group meetings. 

Until now, it is composed of six themes.  

Theme I. Humans and Environment 

In general terms, it is about the connection that men have with nature from a psychological, 

social and ecological angle. Then, in a transcultural perspective, we will study the image of 

nature, including in its relations with what is perceived as supernatural, and its evolution 

through history, the representation of nature through languages, arts and science, the history 

of natural environment and climate, the action of men on the environment since the prehistory 

until the industrial era (history of the industrial pollution), the techniques and traditional 

knowledge of the environmental management and ethical problems. 

Theme II. Cultural Identities, Cultural Diversities and Intercultural Relations  

We should first wonder about the notions of identity and culture, and then, analyze the 

components of a cultural identity, a language, a religion, the consciousness of being a part of a 

group. The dynamics of identity, the transmission, the breakings and discontinuities, the 

resilience of identities to globalization and the world science relation to cultural diversity 

should also be studied. Intercultularity could also be considered from various angles: between 

components of a same culture or between different cultures, between ‘scholar’ culture and 

‘traditional’ culture, the dissemination of models, intercultural vehicles and areas of cross-

fertilization, and ‘cultural corridors’ (the Silk Road, the Orient Express), the political dialectic 

of dominant and dominated cultures, and the hybridization and translation issues. 

Theme III. Borders and Migrations  

Interdisciplinary by nature, this theme mobilizes the humanities and social sciences. From the 

philosophical angle, it questions the concepts of border, boundary and corridor (migration of 

concepts). The border as a division of space requires a comparative approach in space and in 

time and a ‘from the bottom’ geography (the circumscribed and experienced area). The 

mapping can be studied through its political context, and architectural materialisation, through 

walls. On the subject of the concept of migration, the diasporization and resettlement can be 

analysed, and a humanistic approach of border crossing (xenology), the figure of the foreigner, 

sedentary man and traveller, the theme of exile in literature and in the arts, the ethics of 

hospitality as a reservoir of values and knowledge, the consequences of migration on the 

development of knowledge (from the exodus of the pagan scholars from Constantinople to the 

contemporary brain drain) can be developed. Social mobility, as the different experiences of 

migration of men and women should also be considered. 
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Theme IV. Tangible and Intangible Heritage 

Apparently studied for a long time, this theme brings up new questions: destruction by war, 

deportation and decontextualization of heritage (looting and colonial museums), but also its 

transmission: what must we preserve and pass on? The complexity of the concept of 

inheritance and the psychological and societal implications of patrimonialisation must be 

studied in depth. Specific problems are posed by the preservation of digital heritage, stories, 

as well as contemporary music (reggae) that make room for collective memory and oral 

tradition. 

Theme V. History, Memory and Politics 

The key issue is the connection between memory (subjective, biased and emotional), 

forgetfulness (selective) and history (critical, cumulative and which aims at objectivity) and 

the relationship between political and historical work (commemorations, memory laws). 

Various topics can be examined: the evolution of the concept of time (cyclic time, linear time), 

the transition from a Europe-centered history to a transcultural and polycentric one; the 

history that has been obscured by politics (post-colonial historiography); the post-conflict 

historiography, that is to say the approaches of history by historians representing opposite 

sides. 

Thème VI. Scholarly work in a changing context  

What is changing in the world? What is changing in the humanities? What adjustments can 

we make? Their connection must be examined from three perspectives: the scientific work, 

teaching and culture. The scientific work raises several questions: the transfer of the model of 

the hard sciences to the humanities, the assessment, the financing, the preference for short-

term projects instead of long-term ones and the role of minorities (gender and postcolonial 

world). Teaching provokes a reflection about the key role of the humanities at every level of 

education (primary school, secondary school and higher education). Culture is about the role 

of journalists and the one of the humanities in the media. Common to these three issues is the 

question of digital technologies: digital humanities, access to and control of information, the 

digital gap, the connection between digital technologies and other mediums of formation and 

information, and, even more generally, the public expectations regarding the humanities as a 

source of information and knowledge. 

 

4. Structure of the Conference 

The World Conference will be held in the city centre, preferably in university facilities 

(possibly in secondary school facilities). 

It will comprise an opening session (in a large room like the Forum), plenary sessions 

(keynote speeches), surveys on the state of various disciplines, parallel sessions on every six 

themes and specialised symposia. 
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1. Keynote Speakers 

There will be plenary conferences for all participants on subjects dealing with Human 

Sciences as a whole, carried out by orators outstanding by their transdisciplinarity and the 

vision they have of the contemporary world as well as by their eloquence (maximum two 

speakers a day). The geographical and gender balance must absolutely be taken into account. 

Costly and spectacular keynote speakers who travel the world with the same conference must 

be avoided.  

 

 

2. Surveys 

A world survey of Humanities in research, education and culture (twenty last years essentially) 

and surveys on various disciplines will be carried out. A book of surveys will be disseminated 

at the moment of the WCH. The general synthesis will be presented during the opening 

session. 

3. Sessions 

They are devoted to the various sub-themes already defined and set within the main themes. 

They will include invited speakers and free communications from members of the scientific 

community, to be submitted to refereeing. 

4. Symposia 

Organised by a union or a group in particular, they will be about a specific theme (example: 

symposium IUA/ALLEA on the role of the Academies in the new scholarly world). 

5. Evening Lectures 

The World Conference of the Humanities, being citizen by nature, the public of Liege needs 

to be involved in it, hence the initiative to do every night a public lecture in French on the key 

issues of the conference by a renowned lecturer. Contact will be made with the big 

conferences in Liege. 

 

5. Agenda 

 

- 2009: the idea of the World Conference of the Humanities was launched by Adama 

SAMASSEKOU at the General Assembly of the UNESCO. 

- Summer 2010: signing of a framework agreement CIPSH-UNESCO for the biennium 

2010-2011. 

- 24 April 2014: submission of the official application of Liege by the Province, the 

City and the University of Liege. 
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- 4 August 2014: presentation of the application by André GILLES, Deputy-President 

of the Provincial College of Liege, to the numerous gathered Heads of State and 

Governments during the official commemorations of the beginning of First World War.   

- 14 October 2014: application unanimously accepted by the General Assembly of the 

CIPSH. 

- 15 October 2014: application accepted by the Executive Board of UNESCO. 

- 28 February 2015: first informal meeting of the future core group in Liege. 

- From 13 to 15 April 2015: first meeting at the Provincial Palace in Liege to set the 

working methodology.  

- 25 May 2015: presentation of the WCH to the IUA.  

- 22 June 2015: first core group meeting.  

- 23 June 2015: core group meeting with the Local Organizing Committee and press 

conference.   

- From 13 to 16 September 2015: World Social Sciences Forum 2015 in Durban on 

the theme ‘global understanding’. Luiz Oosterbeek takes part in it as representative of 

the CIPSH and of the core group.  

- 22 November 2015: second core group meeting.  

- 9 December 2015: General Assembly of the CIPSH in Beijing where the Dean Jean 

Winand presents the WCH. 

- 18 Januray 2016: meeting to the invitation of the Assistant Director-General for 

Social and Human Sciences of UNESCO, Mrs. Nada Al-Nashif, with the CIPSH, to 

present the WCH to the General Delegates of UNESCO. On the occasion of this 

meeting, the ambassadors of the countries that are already more directly involved in 

the project (Belgium, China, Mali, Portugal) will help to explain the importance of the 

Conference for every country.  

- 11 February 2016: presentation of the World Conference of the Humanities to the 

Delegation Wallonia-Brussels in Paris by Jean Winand and Robert Halleux. 

- 12 February 2016: presentation of the World Conference of the Humanities to the 

Bureau of the International Union of the Academies by Jean Winand and Robert 

Halleux. 

- 20 March 2016: third core group meeting in Liege. 

- 29 April 2016: press conference at UNESCO. 

- May 2016: the programme online on the websites of the WCH, CIPSH and CASS 

(Chinese Academy of Social Sciences).  

 

 

 

 

 



8 
 

Annex : Organigramme 

 Secretariat-General 

1 Robert HALLEUX 

2 Jan VANDERSMISSEN 

3 Blanche EL GAMMAL 

4 Stany MAZURKIEWICZ 

5 Isadora VANDAMME 

 Core Group 

1 CHAO Gejin (CIPSH) 

2 Adama SAMASSEKOU (President) 

3 John CROWLEY (UNESCO) 

4 Luiz OOSTERBEEK (CIPSH) 

5 François DJINDJIAN (CIPSH) 

6 Jean WINAND (University of Liège) 

7 Robert HALLEUX (University of  Liège) 

8 Michel COPPÉ (Province of Liège) 

9 Jean-Christophe PETERKENNE (City of 

Liège) 

10 Michel ANDRÉ  

11 Rosi BRAIDOTTI 

12 Madeline CAVINESS 

13 Jean-Luc DE PAEPE 

14 Satoko FUJIWARA 

15 Chantal GRELL 

16 Lazare KI-ZERBO 

17 Efthymios NICOLAIDIS 

18 Martial ZE BELINGA 

 International Programme Committee 

1 APRESSYAN, Ruben 

2 BAUDEN, Frédéric  

3 BONI, Tanella  

4 BRADLEY, David  

5 CAREY, Chris 

6 CHAKRABARTY, Dipesh  

7 CHAO, Gejin 

8 CLEGG, Michael 

9 COULIBALY, Elisée 

10 CULLEN, Christopher 

11 DAMÁSIO, António 

12 DE CALLATAY, François 

13 DECHARNEUX, Baudouin  

14 DEFAYS, Jean-Marc 

15 DE HONTHEIM, Astrid 

16 DENECKERE, Gita 
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17 DIAGNE, Souleymane Bachir  

18 DUFRENE, Thierry 

19 FORCADA, Miquel  

20 FORYCKI, Maciej 

21 FRANKEL, David 

22 FUJIWARA, Satoko 

23 FUNARI, Pedro Paulo Abreu  

24 GRANATA, Veronica 

25 HACKETT, Rosalind 

26 HOUNTONDJI, Paulin J 

27 IAKOVLEVA, Lioudmila 

28 IHSANOGLU, Ekmeleddin 

29 JAMI, Catherine 

30 JENSEN, Tim 

31 KIM, Heisook  

32 KLINKENBERG, Jean-Marie 

33 KOLOSSOV, Vladimir 

34 KONATE, Doulaye  

35 KOZLOWSKI, Janusz 

36 LEDENT, Benedicte 

37 LOEWE, Benedikt 

38 LONGINO, Helen 

39 MAGIDOR, Menachem 

40 MANFROID, Stéphanie  

41 MARÓTH, Miklós 

42 MARTINIELLO, Marco 

43 M'BOKOLO, Elikia 

44 MCBRIDE, William 

45 MIGNOLO, Walter  

46 MORAN, Dermot 

47 MOUMOUNI, Seyni 

48 OSBORNE, Michael 

49 PADOIN, Maria Medianeira  

50 PARAVICINI BAGLIANI, Agostino 

51 PARMENTIER, Isabelle 

52 RAMOS SOARES, André Luís 

53 RAMOSE, Mogobe  

54 RAXHON, Philippe  

55 RAY, Ranjana  

56 REITZ, Christiane 

57 SCARANTINO, Lucas 

58 SCHEUNEMANN, Inguelore  

59 SHAKED, Shaul 

60 SHEA, William 

61 SIGOV, Constantin 
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62 SOARES FLORESTA, Maria das Graças  

63 STEPANYANTS, Marietta  

64 SUN, Xiaochun 

65 SUWANNA, Satha-Anand  

66 TISSOT, Laurent 

67 VERHASSELT, Yola 

68 WERLEN, Benno 

69 WINAND, Jean 

70 WITTE, Els  

71 YAÏ, Olabiyi  

72 YAO Xinzhong  

 

 


